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of other states. Unless a rich country is immune from the
attack of its enemies, it will be attacked—and generally in
the weakest spot. Taking the broad view of history, it
appears that empires swell to bursting-point, and are then
deflated by a natural—" Darwinian "—process which in-
cludes attacks from outside and disintegration at home.
The one binding force in the Spanish Empire was the
Roman Catholic Church. It has been a cunning politico-
religious cement which held both the people and die body
politic together (until the people grew rather tired of it).
The monarchical rulers in Spain and their military supporters
amongst the land-rewarded aristocracy fully realized this
important fact. Hence the Catholic card was played by
king and nobles at every possible opportunity. Where-
ever a Spanish sword went it was accompanied by the Holy
Cross. The Holy Inquisition at home was used to eliminate
heretics, but also as a most valuable instrument for taking
property from two of the richest sections of the community.
Moslems were robbed of wealth which families had gathered
throughout centuries; and the same applied to the Jews. By
grants from rulers, by gifts, and by its universal trickery, the
Roman Catholic Church in Spain became by far the richest
organization in the community. It has been for purely
political and economic reasons (i.e. because of its greed for
power and money) that the Roman Catholic Church has
been attacked and put in its place as a non-property owner
and non-political organization in nearly every country of
Spanish America. It came to own between eighty and
ninety per cent, of the accumulated wealth of the Peninsula,
and no more than fifty years ago it still owned at least sixty
per cent. ! It has a hold on almost as much to-day.
That is one of the prime factors in the modern unrest in
Spain.
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